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STAC Opens New Podcasting Room

S

tudents’ multimedia possibilities
have broadened with the opening of
the state-of-the-art Podcasting Room in
the University Libraries’ Student Technol
ogy Assistance Center (STAC). STAC is
located on the Dunbar Library second
floor behind the Current Periodicals &
Media area.
While many higher education institutions
are adopting podcasting, the STAC is one of
the first in the country to create a dedicated
facility for the creation of podcasts.
A podcast is a digital media file that
is distributed over the Internet for
playback on portable media players
and personal computers. A unique
feature of a podcast is its ability
to automatically update as new
episodes are created.
Among the types of podcasts that
students can produce are presen
tations, lectures, tours, tutorials,
interviews and oral histories.
The STAC Podcasting Room is
equipped with the latest digital
audio hardware and software

including computers, a microphone,
a musical keyboard, a turntable, and a
group viewing and listening station.
“The STAC has a history of innovation
and we are proud to be on the forefront of
this exciting educational technology,” said
STAC Coordinator Will Davis.
The STAC will host an open house for
“The Pod” 10:00-11:30 am on February 28.
The STAC services are open to all current
WSU students. For more information,
please call (937) 775-2656 or visit
www.libraries.wright.edu/services/stac/.

A Note from the University Librarian
Dr. Stephen P. Foster

O
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n October 6, Dr.
David Hopkins was
inaugurated as the sev
enth President of Wright
State University. One of
Dr. Hopkins’ priorities as
a President is to increase
Wright State University’s
participation in the global
community. The University
Libraries have a role to play
in this effort. In addition to

my responsibilities as University Librarian, I have been
asked to take a leadership position as the Associate Vice
President for International Affairs. In that capacity I am
responsible for oversight of the University Center for In
ternational Education and promoting initiatives to draw
more international students to our campus, encourag
ing WSU students, faculty and staff to educational and
professional opportunities abroad, and promote efforts
to internationalize the curriculum. This is an exciting
opportunity to represent the University Libraries and
the campus as Wright State expands its efforts to be part
of a larger community.

Friends’ Lecture Series Addressing Healthy Aging in
February & Baseball Fiction in April

D

Retired WSU Faculty member Dr. Allen Hye will kick
off spring with a talk about his 2004 book, The Great God
Baseball: Religion in Modern Baseball Fiction, 5:30-7:00 pm
Thursday, April 17, also on the Dunbar Library fourth floor.
The Libraries hope to have past and present coaching staff and
players from WSU Baseball present.
WSU sports exhibits will showcase the teams, and fun
baseball-themed refreshments will be available.
Both events are free and open to the public. Free and con
venient parking is available right outside of Dunbar Library.
Please register for either lecture by calling (937) 775-2380 or
online at 

on’t miss the upcoming speakers in the Friends of the
Libraries’ Lecture Series. Winter Quarter brings Ms.
Bonnie Langdon presenting Healthy Aging - Your Best Years
Ahead, 5:30-7:00 pm Tuesday, Feb. 19, on the Paul Lau
rence Dunbar Library fourth floor. Co-sponsors of her lecture
are the WSU Friends of the Libraries and the Boonshoft
School of Medicine Department of Community Health.
Ms. Langdon is an assistant clinical professor for the
Boonshoft School of Medicine Department of Community
Health, and served on the WSU Board of Trustees. She was
formerly presidens and CEO of the Maria-Joseph Center, a
long-term care facility in Trotwood. Her talk will include a
question-and-answer session, and healthy refreshments will
be available for the reception.

www.libraries.wright.edu/about/events.

Find Your Book Bliss with Friends’ Membership

C

ast your hook into the future by joining the Friends of
the Libraries. The University Libraries have more than
850,000 volumes of books, 8,000 electronic journals, 4,400
print subscriptions, 10,000 videotapes and other media, 7,500
music recordings, 18,000 musical scores, and more! Friends’
membership of $50 and up provides borrowing privileges to the
University Libraries’ extensive collections, and if we don’t have
what you seek, it’s likely that another Ohio university or college
or the State Library of Ohio will. Their collections, connected
through OhioLINK, are available through your membership.
For each membership at $50 and higher, $25 is non-tax
deductible.
WSU’s Friends of the Libraries celebrate their 30th anni
versary in 2008. Look for the Friends’ quarterly lecture series

and annual luncheon.
The Friends’ Board appreciates the continued support for
WSU Libraries. For more membership information, please see
the website at www.libraries.wright.edu/friends, or call (937)
775-2380.
WSU Friends of the Libraries’ Membership
$25.00
Browser (no borrowing privileges)
Webster (with borrowing privileges) $50.00
Bookworm
$125.00
Bibliophile
$250.00
Infophile
$500.00
Novelist
$1,000.00
Laureate (Lifetime)
$5,000.00
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Patent Law Changes Greatly Impact Research

P

By Ran Raider
Patent & Trademark Reference Speicalist

the case now.
•A recent Supreme Court decision narrowed the interpretation of the “obvious” clause in the Federal Code of
Regulations CFR 35 on patentability. In KSR v. Tele
flex, the Court held that when two known inventions
are combined by someone “familiar with the arts (tech
nology)” the new invention must produce an “unex
pected result.” KSR sued Teleflex for patent infringe
ment and asked the USPTO to re-examine the issued
patent because their patent established “prior art.” The
patent issued to Teleflex was for a gas pedal that ad
justed when a person turned the ignition key. KSR held
a patent on the adjustable gas
pedal used in the Teleflex
invention.
•The USPTO rewrote the rules
limiting continuations and the
number of claims (25) a patent applicant can make.
(There was previously no limitation). Continuation ac
counted for nearly 30 percent of all patent applications
in 2006. The current patent-application backlog is
800,000.

atent law has experienced a variety of changes in
recent months. From the Patent Reform Act to rule
changes on continuations and claims, patent research is
more important than ever for inventors and businesses.
Luckily the WSU Libraries are a designated Patent &
Trademark Depository Library (PTDL) with extensive re
search capability into the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office
(USPTO).
The Senate and the House are both addressing pat
ent reform: Patent Reform Act, S. 1145, and H.R. 1908.
H.R. 1908 has already passed the House and
would establish a procedure for challenging
patents after their issuance, limit the ability
of litigants to shop around for courts deemed
sympathetic, redefine what constitutes willful
infringement, and set damages based on the patent’s con
tribution to a product’s value, rather than on the product’s
total value (a policy known as balanced apportionment).
•The bill would create a pure “first-to-file” system to
bring clarity and certainty to the U.S. patent system.
The American system is the only one in the world still
granting patents to the first inventor rather than to the
first person to file an application.
•High technology firms are pressing Congress to pass the
new Patent Reform Act 2007 to restrict patent infringe
ment awards to the actual infringe claims rather than
based on the value/revenue of the entire product, as is

The importance of our collections is the
access we are provided to the same databases
and reference materials used by patent
and trademark examiners.
Patent research is impossible without the proper research
tools. The Dayton area is lucky because the WSU Libraries
are one of only 86 PTDLs in the country. While the Inter
net provides access to most U.S. patents, the importance
of our collections is the access we are provided to the same
databases and reference materials used by patent and trade
mark examiners. This includes the expertise available from
the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office’s (USPTO) depository
program office.
WSU Libraries’ patent collection offers competitive com
mercial and legal intelligence, current status of technology
and innovation in all fields of computer science and engi
neering, and marketplace resources for programmers, de
velopers and engineers. The trademark collection provides
an equally fascinating record of creativity and innovation
in commerce and industry.
For more information and information about free
research workshops, please contactRan Raider
Patent and Trademark Reference Specialist
Paul Laurence Dunbar Library
Wright State University
Dayton, OH 45435
(937) 775-3521, ran.raider@wright.edu

Photo by Chris Snyder, CTL

Professor of Biomedical, Industrial, and Human Factors Engineering
(BIE) Dr. Chandler Phillips’ patent on “Method for Balancing Assistance”
#4,760,850, from August 2, 1988, is one of five examples of patents issued
to WSU faculty since the mid-1980s displayed on the Dunbar Library
second floor. Lab notebooks, invention prototypes, and a turkey leg bone also
illustrate the work from featured faculty members Dr. Thomas Hangartner,
BIE; Dr. David Look, Semiconductor Research Center, Dr. Ray Siferd,
Electrical Engineering; and Dr. Raghavan Srinivasan, Mechanical and
Materials Engineering.
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WSU Well-Represented at Annual ALAO Conference

W

By Sue Polanka
Head of Reference & Instruction, Dunbar Library

•Are They Getting It? Using Response Systems in Library
Instruction by Maureen Barry, Librarian for First-Year
and Distance Learning Services, and Sue Polanka, Head
of Reference & Instruction for Dunbar Library. They
demonstrated how WSU Libraries are using Turning
Point software and response systems to quiz and survey
students during library instruction classes. Advantages
of the response systems are anonymity for the respondent
and instant feedback.
•Back to the Future! Innovations in E-Resources Initia
tives and Standards by Deberah England, Electronic
Resources Librarian, and a Bowling Green State University
colleague. The presentation was sponsored by the Technical
and Digital Services Interest Group of ALAO.
•Integrating Personalized Library Services through a
Campus Portal by Engineering Librarian Phil Flynn
and Web Developer Vishwam Annam. They gave an
overview of the WSU Libraries’ new library tab for the
WSU WINGS portal. The library tab allows individual
customization of resources, single sign-on to library
databases and accounts, and the ability for libraries’ staff
to “push” relevant information to users.
•An overview of library practicum
experiences in academic libraries by
Science & Math Librarian Mary
Lou Baker Jones and Maureen
Barry. The two featured a panel
consisting of Library and Information
Science faculty, librarians, and a
former WSU Libraries’ practicum
student, Katy Mathuews.
•A Stranger in the Library: Creating Digital Fluency in
the Library by Beth Anderson, Reference Specialist, and
Will Davis, STAC Coordinator, highlighted the Librar
ies’ Student Technology Assistance Center (The STAC).
Their presentation discussed technologies, services, and
credit courses offered by the STAC, and spotlighted several
student video projects produced in the STAC.
•Is Print Reference Dead? by Sue Polanka, a discussion
of the trends in print and electronic reference sources.
Polanka presented results from a 2006 WSU Libraries’
study on print vs. electronic reference usage.

SU Libraries were well-represented at the Academic
Library Association of Ohio’s (ALAO) 33rd Annual
Conference held October 24-25 in Columbus, Ohio. The
overall theme of Innovation Generation: Tools, Techniques,
Transformations, explored innovative ideas, services, and
products implemented by academic libraries today. WSU
was represented by 23 staff members, many of whom par
ticipated in poster sessions and presentations concerning
reference, instruction, technical services, library computing,
and digital initiatives.
WSU poster sessions were presented by:
•Matt Feltner, Library Technical Assistant, and Rita Johnson,
Collection Development & Accounting Coordinator,
discussing collaborative efforts with Better World Books
in Going to a Better Place: Using Better World Books for
Gifts and Withdrawals. The WSU Libraries have earned
$1,700, and $1,200 has been donated to The National Cen
ter for Family Literacy since the project began.
•Ran Raider, Patent & Trademark Reference
Specialist, provided an overview of the Patent
and Trademark Depository Libraries’
PubWEST program in PubWEST: A Resource
for Innovators. Ran also alerted liberal arts
librarians about the use of patent searching for
costumes and historical furniture.
•Jane Wildermuth, Head of Digital Services,
and Vishwam Annam, Web Developer, pre
sented Wright State University’s 40th Anniver
sary Photoblog. To celebrate WSU’s 40th anni
versary, Libraries’ staff developed an interactive photo
blog for the campus community to share memories of
WSU. Photographs representing 40 years of students,
faculty and staff, cultural events, athletics, and campus
life were posted by the Libraries and added to by alumni,
students, current and retired faculty and staff, and the
community. The blog may be viewed at
www.libraries.wright.edu/40th_wsu.
WSU programs presented were:
•Making the Big Switch: A Systematic Approach to
Converting Journal Collections from Print to Electronic by
Marty Jenkins, Head of Technical Services, and Karen
Wilhoit, Associate University Librarian for Collec
tions and Technical Services. They described the process
that WSU Libraries have used over the past two years
to convert 15% of the Libraries’ journal subscriptions
from print to electronic, and outlined ongoing plans for
further conversions.

WSU Libraries have been involved in planning the ALAO
conferences for the past four years. Current and previous staff
serving on the planning committee include: Karen Wilhoit
(ALAO President and Chair of the 2008 Planning Committee),
Maureen Barry, Deberah England, Sue Polanka, and Sheila
Shellabarger (Associate University Librarian for Public Ser
vices). The 2008 conference will be held in Wilmington in
late October.
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Staff News
Maureen Barry, Librarian for First-Year
& Distance Learning Services, was nomi
nated to run for Secretary of the Ameri
can Library Association New Members
Round Table in the 2008 elections.
Maureen was also appointed to the 2008
ALAO Conference Planning Committee.
Records Manager Chris Wydman has
been named Chair of the WSU Unclassi
fied Staff Advisory Council.
Tanya Ellenburg-Kimmet, Senior
Library Technical Assistant, was elected
Secretary/Treasurer of the Ohio Library
Support Staff Institute for 2007-2008.
Systems Librarian Leigh Duncan
served on a panel at the Eastern Great
Lakes Innovative Users Group Confer
ence in October to discuss Encore (Inno
vative’s new catalog discovery platform).
She is also serving a three-year term as a
Staff Achievement & Recognition (StAR) award committee chair Vishwam Annam (center) presented the 2007
Functional Expert for the Innovative
Staff Achievement and Recognition (StAR) awards to Linda Cordell and Phil Flynn on August 22. Libraries’
Users Group Enhancement Team.
staff members nominate their coworkers and a committee of past recipients selects the newest recipients.
Humanities Librarian Erica Clay was
accepted into and awarded a scholarship
for the Association of College and Re
epresenting the best of the Libraries’ visit our library’s administration office.
search Libraries (ACRL) Information Lit
staff are the 2007 recipients of the
I am always happy to see Linda because
eracy Immersion Institute for July 2008.
Libraries’ Staff Achievement & Recogni I know I will be assisted with discretion
(StAR) awards Linda Cordell, Ad
and excellence.”
Libraries Welcome Intern tion
ministrative Assistant, and Phil Flynn,
Phil’s nominations include: “He goes
aterina Drassa, a student at the
Engineering Librarian. The awards were
above and beyond when it comes to shar
Technological Educational Institute announced at a staff meeting on Aug. 22. ing his ideas and expertise with individual
of Athens, Greece, is completing her
The two were nominated by their
colleagues. He has come up with excellent
practicum requirement at WSU Librar peers and selected by a Committee con
ideas to improve outreach efforts to his
ies. Since late October, she has worked
sisting of Libraries’ staff and past StAR
departments, and graciously allowed me to
closely with the Reference & Instruc
recipients Vishwam Annam (Chair),
adapt those ideas.”
tion, Technical Services, and other de
Leigh Duncan, Rita Johnson, and
A second nomination reads, “He
partments. She will be with the Libraries Mandy Wilson.
consistently provides quality service
until the end of April.
Also nominated were: the University
at multiple service areas, including his
Libraries Social Committee, “Library
Russ Engineering Center office hours,
Geek Squad” a.k.a. Mike Smith and
the reference desk, appointments with
Frank Wolz; Maureen Barry, Mieke
students and faculty, ENG102 classes,
Clark, Winifred Phillips-Turner, and
and through his coordination of the
Hello
Solomon
Waderie.
UL’s instant messaging service.”
•Katerina Drassa, Reference Intern
Linda’s nominations extolled her as
Finally, “He is open and willing to try
•Lee Davey, Assistant Web Developer
a “quiet, knowledgeable and depend
new things, and this helps so much in
Changes
able asset to our library. She sets a
convincing other people in our depart
•Gino Pasi, Archivist
friendly, warm, approachable tone for
ment who might otherwise be hesitant
the administrative office.” A second
to adopt new developments. Everything
Good-bye
Phil does he does well and thoroughly.”
•Alison Aldrich, Health Sciences Librarian nomination states, “Linda is a warm,
welcoming
first
impression
to
many
who
Congratulations to the 2007 StARs.
•Debby Jennings-Ryan, Scanning Specialist

Cordell, Flynn Named 2007 StARs

R

K

Staff Changes
ab
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Rowdy Helps to Promote Popular Reading Collection

R

owdy Raider joined the Libraries
staff in 2007 to help promote
reading in general and the Dunbar
Library’s Popular Reading Collection in
particular.
The latest READ poster will be
framed and displayed in the Libraries’
meeting rooms. Project READ is an
American Libraries Association program.
The Popular Reading Collection is
located on the Dunbar Library first
floor in the Group Study Room, be
hind Cafe Wright. Paperback titles are
selected by the Collection Develop
ment Department to provide a respite
from heavy textbook reading.
All books in the University Librar
ies can be borrowed by current WSU
students, faculty, staff, and Friends of
the Libraries’ members.

Photos by Will Jones, WSU CTL
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Libraries’ Staff Among Campus
Longevity Awards in 2007

Libraries Welcome ‘Green Staff’

T

he Libraries hangs onto their employees! The campus
hosted its annual ceremony to recognize continuous
service to WSU on Oct. 18. Libraries’ staff honored were:
10 Years
15 Years
Leigh Duncan
Martin Jenkins
Nathan Greaney
Karen Wilhoit
Mary Lou Baker Jones
Karin Nevius
25 Years
Brian Olesko
Mieke Clark
Edward Trentman
Congratulations to our valued long-timers! Congratula
tions also go to Debby Jennings-Ryan, Scanning & Microfilm
Specialist, who retired in December after 34 years at WSU.

Tanya Ellenburg-Kimmet (left) and Amy Callahan nurture the ‘green staff.’

D

unbar Library has added Peace Lilies (a.k.a.
Spathiphyllum) to its staff. Priscilla lives in Current
Periodicals & Media on the 2nd floor, while William Shake
speare, Henry David Thoreau, Lily Evans Potter, Marian
Paroo, and Sequoia reside at the Circulation Desk on the 1st floor.
Tanya Ellenburg-Kimmet, Interlibrary Loan Specialist, is
responsible for the lilies’ sustenance and care. Many of the
lilies make guest appearances as centerpieces at Libraries’
events.
The plants do not require excessive light or water to
survive and actually clean indoor air of many environmental
contaminants. The perfect companions in the libraries!

Astronaut Greeting Taped in Dunbar

T

he WSU campus community taped a greeting to
Fairborn native and NASA astronaut Col. Gregory
“Box” Johnson in the Dunbar Library atrium on Dec. 19.
WHIO-TV taped greetings around the community in
preparation for Col. Johnson’s Space Shuttle launch sched
uled for Feb. 14.
Johnson, a 1980 graduate of Park Hills High School
(formerly Fairborn High School), will pilot STS 123 Space
Shuttle Endeavor.
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Recommendations @ Your Libraries

A

new year calls for some new books.
Many are available at the WSU
Libraries in our regular or Popular
Reading collections, or through OhioLINK.
You can also find movies in our regu
lar catalog and check them out from the
Current Periodicals & Media area on the
Dunbar Library second floor. Check for
these and more on our online catalog at

www.libraries.wright.edu
Susan Wehmeyer, Head of Information
Delivery Services
sLetters from Pemberley - The First Year:
A Continuation of Jane Austen’s Pride
and Prejudice by Jane Dawkins
sAll Things Austen: An Encyclopedia of
Austen’s World by Kirstin Olsen
sBridget Jones: The Edge of Reason
by Helen Fielding
sEnders Game by Orsen Scott Card
Jeff Wehmeyer, Science Team Leader
sShameless: The Visionary Life of Mary
Gove Nichols by Jean L. Silver-Isenstadt
Nathan Greaney, Senior Library Technical
Assistant
sMister B. Gone by Clive Barker
Vishwam Annam, Web Developer
sBeginning Ajax with PHP: From Novice
to Professional by Lee Babin
sManaging the Risks of IT Outsourcing
by Ian Tho
sPlanet India: How the Fastest-Growing
Democracy is Transforming America and
the World by Mira Kamdar
Martin Jenkins, Head of Technical Services
sLost Christianities: The Battles for Scripture
and the Faiths We Never Knew by Bart D.
Ehrman
sPeter and the Starcatchers by Dave
Barry and Ridley Pearson
sAuthor Unknown: On the Trail of
Anonymous by Don Foster
Barbara Schaper, Library Associate
sThe Tale of Hill Top Farm (and sequels)
by Susan Wittig Albert
sPattern Recognition by William Gibson
sA Shadow in Summer by Danile Abraham
sMaking Money by Terry Pratchett

Karin Nevius, Coordinator for
Development & Public Relations
sSchulz and Peanuts: A Biography by
David Michaelis
sHis Dark Materials trilogy by Phillip
Pullman (The Golden Compass)
sI’m Proud of You: My Friendship with
Fred Rogers by Tim Madigan
sA Hard Day’s Work: Iowa Farming in the
Great Depression by Dwight Hoover

Sue Polanka, Head of Reference &
Instruction, Dunbar Library
sAmelia Bedelia, Bookworm by Herman
Parish and Lynn Sweat (“guaranteed for
a good laugh.”)

Alison Aldrich, Health Sciences Librarian
sAnimal, Vegetable, Mineral: A Year of
Food Life by Barbara Kingsolver
sThe Supremes’ Greatest Hits: The 34
Supreme Court Cases that Most
Directly Affect Your Life by Michael G.
Trachtman

-Legacy Book ProgramFall Quarter Donations

T

he following Legacy Books were
added to the Libraries’collections
throughout the Fall Quarter 2007 and
early Winter Quarter 2008. Since the
Legacy Book Program began in 2002,
the Libraries’ collections have grown by
187 Legacy Books.
In Honor of the WSU Dept. of English
Language and Literatures:
sWalking the Streets of Eighteenth
Century London: John Gay’s Trivia
sThe Cleft
sThe Importance of Feeling English:
American Literature and the British
Diaspora, 1750-1850
sReading London: Urban Specualtion
and Imaginative Government in 18th
Century Literature
sThe Gathering
sCheating at Canasta
sSelected Letters of Charlotte Bronte

In Thanks to Gladys Turner Finney:
sYearning to Breathe Free: Robert Smells
of South Carolina and His Families
sCrossing the Border: A Free Black
Community in Canada
sJoining Places: Slave Neighborhoods in
the Old South
7

Legacy Books are a great way to celebrate a birthday, anniversary, graduation,
to thank someone, or memorialize a loved
one’s interests. For additional informa
tion, please contact Karin Nevius at (937)
775-2686 or karin.nevius@wright.edu.
A printable donation form may also be
found at the Friends of the Libraries’
website
www.libraries.wright.edu/friends/

ab

Upcoming Events in
the University Libraries
Feb. 19
Friends of the Libraries’ Lecture, Healthy
Aging: Your Best Years Ahead by Ms.
Bonnie Langdon, M.A., 5:30-7:00 pm
April 9
Big Read book discussion, 2:00-3:30 pm
April 13-19
National Library Week
April 17
Friends of the Libraries’ Lecture, The
Religion of Baseball by Dr. Allen Hye,
5:30-7:00 pm
See www.libraries.wright.edu/about/
events for additional information.

Library Student Assistants Shine for Awards

T

he Libraries are fortunate to have excellent student
employees among its staff, and six of the best were
recognized with a Fall Quarter ‘07 Library Student
Assistant Award on Oct. 31:
wNicole DeVendra
wHeather Gilbert
wCatherine Litteral

wElton Lytle
wMarisa Wojtaszek
wAshley L. Wolke

Charitable contributions make these awards possible.
Many of the Libraries’ staff donate to the awards fund
through the annual Campus Scholarship and Innova
tion Campaign, and the Friends of the Libraries’ Board
matches the staff contributions every year. The award
includes a certificate and $500, which goes far toward Library Student Assistant Awards were presented to (from left) Nicole DeVendra, Catherine
Litteral, Heather Gilbert, and Elton Lytle on October 31. Not pictured are Marisa Wojtaszek
payment of books and bills.
The Library Student Assistant Awards were initiated and Ashley Wolke.
ies running smoothly. Library Student Assistants do all
in 1995. Selection committees, consisting of Friends’
sorts of work from maintaining the Libraries’ public and
Board members and Libraries’ staff, meet quarterly to review
staff computers to preserving archival materials to shelving
applications and select recipients. Most committee members
and
organizing the bookstacks. The Libraries have several
cite the difficulty of choosing from among so many deserving
full-time staff members who began their careers as Library
students.
Student Assistants here!
Donating to the Library Student Assistant Awards helps
Anyone interested in donating to this fund may contact
the Libraries to continually attr act and reward these
Karin Nevius at (937) 775-2686 or karin.nevius@wright.edu.
invaluable student employees who help to keep the Librar-

University Libraries
3640 Colonel Glenn Hwy.
Dayton, OH 45435-0001

